Bourne

Homework Policy

Research has shown that the setting of homework for Secondary School students is a benefit to their
learning.

e Students develop the correct habits for study

e Students can recall or revise previous learning and therefore with that regular practice will
not need to relearn it

e Students are able to prepare for future learning in the classroom

e Students can be encouraged to enrich their classroom learning

e Students and parents can share the learning experience in greater partnership

e Teachers are able to set a wider range of tasks through setting homework and,
therefore, have a greater range of evidence of the students’ progress and
achievement

e Teachers are able to devote more lesson time to collaborative study, practical
work and discussion, if some independent work can be completed outside the
classroom

Homework is therefore set regularly as described below.
All Homework is signposted on MyChildAtSchool and StudentPortal through BROMCOM

If homework is not completed then teachers will contact parents on every occasion. We are a
homework school and it is an expectation that parents will support students by setting time aside at
home for students to complete it in a timely fashion.

Teachers will support all students either in class, social times or after school if they are made aware
of any difficulties. Homework can be completed after school in the homework club in the library
every day. Additionally there is a maths homework club after school on Wednesdays staffed by
specialists. The expectation for SEND pupils is that they complete all homework in line with the
expectations for all pupils. SEND students have a dedicated room to use at lunchtime for support
with homework.

Teachers can keep students behind in their social times to complete homework if necessary. Non
attendance to these sessions would be considered a negative behaviour for learning.

KS3, Year 7,8 and 9

Time spent on homework is set out below as a guideline but should never be more than 1 hour at a
time. Year 7 are started on 30 min homework for the compulsory weekly homework and that will
build up as they get older and will depend on ability group in subjects where they are set.

Compulsory weekly homework for Core and MFL Set and completed by

English 30 to 60 min per week Monday

Maths 30 to 60 min per week Wednesday

Science 30 to 60 min per week Friday

MFL (French or Spanish) | 30 min per week Dependent on timetable

All other subjects, maximum of two tasks per term, no more than 3 hours per subject per term.

English use the SENECA online platform, Maths and Science use the SPARX online platform
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KS4 Year 10 and 11

Homework is compulsory at KS4 for all subjects. This includes revision, which is paramount, and this
can be a mix of online or paper homework.

Note that English homework should be handwritten if paper based.

Core subjects

English 40 to 60 min per week

Revision homework before assessments/Mock Exams
Maths 40 to 60 min per week

Revision homework before assessments/Mock Exams
Science 40 to 60 min per week

Revision homework before assessments/Mock Exams

Option Subjects

Art GCSE Independent work in school or at home 40-60 min per week
Other GCSE subjects 30-60 min per week

Revision homework before assessments/Mock Exams
Non-GCSE and DT GCSE If classwork NEA not completed in class then after school

supervised intervention support
Revision homework before assessments/Mock Exams

Generative artificial intelligence (Al)

Artificial intelligence (Al) tools are now widespread and easy to access. Staff, students and
parents/carers may be familiar with generative chatbots such as ChatGPT and Google Gemini.
Bourne Community College recognises that Al has many uses to help students learn, but may also
lend itself to cheating and plagiarism.

Students may use Al tools:

As a research tool to help them find out about new topics and ideas
When specifically studying and discussing Al in schoolwork, for example in IT lessons. All Al-
generated content must however be properly attributed.

Students may not use Al tools:

During assessments, including internal and external assessments and coursework

To write their homework or class assignments, where Al-generated text is presented as their own
work

Bourne Community College considers any unattributed use of Al-generated text or imagery to be
plagiarism, and will follow our plagiarism procedures as set out in our exam policy for examined
courses.



