
Design Technology—Year 7 

Keywords to Revise 

Thermoplastics These plastics can be reheated and reshaped because their 

polymers chains have very few cross links.   

Thermosetting 

plastics 

Thermosetting plastics undergo a chemical change and 

once formed or set, cannot be reformed.  They are resistant 

to higher temperatures but tend to burn when heated rather 

than melt.   

LED LED stands for Light Emitting Diode.  A LED is a low powered 

light which lasts a very long time.  They are really small but 

give a lot of light out. 

Tilt Switch A tilt switch is a mechanical device used to make or break a 

circuit.  When you turn the product upside down it switches 

on/off.  

Soldering A method of permanently joining electronic components 

together.  

Disc sander An electric machine that is used to smooth edges of timbers. 

Pillar drill An electrically powered machine that is used to make holes 

in woods, plastics and metals.  You must clamp work down 

before using the machine. 

Finite resource Finite resources are in limited supply and are being used more 

quickly than they can be replaced.  Examples include fossil 

fuels. 

Fractional 

distillation 

This is the process used to convert oil into useful products such 

as plastic. 

Hardwoods Come from deciduous trees.  Very strong and have a dense 

structure.  Harder to work with but look good.  Expensive. 

Softwoods Come from evergreen trees.  Not as strong as hardwoods, 

faster growing and easier to work with. 

Manufactured 

boards 

Made in factories.  Come in large sized sheets.  Includes 

chipboard, MDF, and plywood 

Coping saw Used to cut curves and complex shapes in timbers. 

Liquid solvent 

cement 

Glue that is used to bond acrylic together. 


